
Safe4Cycle questionnaire for pupils 

The aim of the questionnaire was to get a general view about the cycling habits and the knowledge of 

the pupils attending to the three schools concerning the basic rules of the road. As it was the first 

survey of this kind that we have organised, we did not have any preconcieved ideas about the answers. 

Evaluating the results of the questionnaire, we recognized some interesting weakness of the 

knowledge of the pupils, therefore we know better, what kind of improvement is needed at the 

theoretical courses. 

All together 255 children have answered the Safe4Cycle questionnaire in the three schools. The survey 

is not representative, but it shows a general overview for us. 

 

Cycling habits 

Questions 1-4 refer to the general cycling habits of the pupils. 

Q1 How often do you ride your bike? 

 

 25,4 percent of the children rides a bike every day 

 30,5 percent several times a week, 

 10,2 percent once a week 

 7,4 percent twice in a month 

 21,9 percent more rarely 

 4,7 percent never. 

That means out of 255 children 169 ride a bike at least once a week, so must know the basic rules of 

the Highway Code – they are the main target group of the Safe4Cycle project. 

  



Q2 How often do you go to the school by bike? 

 

 20,7 percent of the children goes to school by bike every day 

 9,4 percent several times a week, 

 1,2 percent once a week 

 2,7 percent twice in a month 

 18,4 percent more rarely 

 47,7 percent never. 

Out of 255 pupils 122 never go to school by bike. In this case our task is to find the barriers – why 

children do not cycle to school? How can a project such Safe4Cycle help to eliminate the barriers? Next 

schoolyear we should set up a questionnaire that focuses on these problems. 

 

Q3 How often do you ride bike with your parents? 

 

 5,5 percent of the children rides bike with their parents every day 

 11,3 percent several times a week, 

 12,1 percent once a week 

 10,5 percent twice in a month 

 45,7 percent more rarely 

 14,8 percent never. 

 



Q4 Do you wear helmet while ride your bike? 

 77,3 percent of the children are not wearing helmet 

 22,7 percent are wearing a helmet. 

In Hungary a cyclist is not obliged to wear a helmet (except on the 

open road, above 40 km/h speed), but it is advised for everybody.  

One of the most important policies of the Safe4Cycle project (and 

of BringaAkadémia Program in Hungary also) is promoting of 

wearing a cycle helmet, because we believe that it can protect a 

cyclist’s head from serious injuries in case of an accident. 

 

Q5 Do you know the rules of the road for cyclists? 

 

 87 percent of the pupils declares that they know the rules of 

the road for cyclists, and 

 13 percent thinks that he or she does not. 

By the help of the further questions we have tried to figure out, 

which rules are really known for the pupils. 

 

 

Theoretical knowledge 

The knowledge of the basic rules of the road is crucial for safety cycling and preventing accidents. Of 

course, children aged 9-12 do not have to know the whole Highway Code, but a core knowledge can 

save lives. Regarding the accidents, caused by children aged 11-14, the most important causes are the 

following in Hungary: 

1. Overlooking the road signs 

2. Latch on to traffic 

3. Turning left 

Concerning the first case, ’overlooking the road signs’ not simply means overlooking, but often not 

knowing the meaning of the signs also. What does it mean according to the answer given to the 

relevant questions of the survey? Many children are mixing up the road signs, they do not know the 

exact definition of the road signs, or do not know the rules of right-of-way. 



Q6 What does this road sign mean? 

 

 

 

 Only 53,3 percent of the pupils answered that the road sign means ’End of the cycle path’, 

while in Hungary cyclists must use the cycling infrastructure. 

 Other 41,2 percent believe that the road sign prohibits cycling. 

 

Q7 What do you have to do at the STOP sign? 

 

 

 56,1 percent of the pupils know exactly what to do at a STOP sign 

 40 percent did not mention that they have to give the right-of-way – but they simply have 

not read the third definition. 

 

Q8 What does ’right of way’ means in the traffic? 

 



 It seems, pupils know, what does ’right-of-way’ means (84,9 percent answered correctly) – but 

the experience shows that is not clear for them, in which situation which rule has to be used 

(see Q10 below for eg.). 

 

Q9 Do you know the compulsory equipments of a bicycle? 

The aim of this question was to get information about the 

knowledge of the compulsory equipments –the figure on 

the left side has been given as a kind of help. 

If a pupil did not answered precisely (for eg. wrote reflector 

instead of rear/red reflector), the answer was accepted as 

a correct answer. 

 

The table shows, that the majority of the children knows 

the compulsory equipments – by the help of a figure. 

As much of the equipments is connected to visibility, by the 

help of the next question we have tried to check the pupils’ 

ideas about better visibility. 

 

 

 

Q10 Look at the picture! Who has the right-of-way? Why? 

 

  

The vehicle 
arriving from 
right has the 
right of way 

Because it is 
a bigger 
vehicle 

Because 
there are no 

road signs 

Because it 
will turn 

Other 
answer 

No answer 

The cyclist 2   5 1 31 28 

The car 87 11 4 1 27 27 

 

Brakes 89,4% 

Handlebar 73,6% 

Front light 96,1% 

Rear light 94,5% 

Front reflector 61,4% 

Rear reflector 57,9% 

Reflector on the spokes 79,5% 

Bell 88,6% 



 All together 224 pupils answered that the cyclist or the car (other answers cannot be 

evaluated). 

 67 children (30 percent) thought that the cyclist has the right-of-way 

 157 children (70 percent) thought that the car has the right-of-way 

 87 children (39 percent) wrote the correct answer 

It means that only one third of the 255 pupils recognized correctly the traffic situation on the picture, 

and knows correctly the relevant regulation. 

 

Q11 Which equipments can help you to be more visible in the evening? 

The children had to answer that question without any help – and a great majority of them can name 

the most important equipments that can help to be more visible. (It does not mean at the same time 

that the children use all equipments regardless that they are compolsury equipments or not.) 

Lights 90,50% 

Reflectors 46,30% 

Visibility vest 81% 

Reflective clothes, armbands 12,40% 

Other reflective tools 12,80% 

Other 9,10% 

 

Q12 Put a ring around the signs that means you are forbidden to cycle there! 

 

     

 

 Almost half of the pupils (48 percent) recognized correctly the two road signs of the five above, 

which prohibits cycling on the road. 

 75 percent of the pupils thinks that the third road sign means that cycling is forbidden there. 

 2,8 percent of the children put a ring around the second, and 5,6 percent around the fourth 

sign. 

What do you do if you see a sign like these? 

I do not cycle there / I choose 
an other route 

40,60% 

I get off the bicycle and push it 45,70% 

I ride there slower 1,10% 

Other answers 17,70% 

 



The first and the second answers are correct – in Hungary if a cyclist gets off the bicycle, the Highway 

Code treats him or her as a pedestrian. 

 

Q13/1 What does the following road sign mean? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 The picture on the road sign helps the pupils to associate to trains, but 

o only the 42,9 of the children answered correctly 

o 37,4 percent of the children connected the road sign to barrier or railroad, train 

o and 14,7 percent thought that the road sign means railway station. 

Q13/2 What does the following road sign mean? 

 

 

 The great majority of the pupils associated to left curve or turning left, but 

o only 13,7 percent answered precisely 

o 30 percent mentioned ’left curve’ 

o 22,3 percent mentioned ’curve’ 

o and the rest of the children wrote false answer. 

  



Q13/3 What does the following road sign mean? 

 

 

 14,5 percent of the pupils answered absolutely precisely (’uneven road’) 

 32,5 percent of the pupils answered almost correctly (’bumpy road’, ’potholes’, ’road shocks’) 

 23,2 percent of the pupils answered ’hump’  

 16,7 percent answered ’hilly road’ 

Q13/4 What does the following road sign mean? 

 

 

 

 A great majority (90 percent) of the children, that the road sign is connected to a roundabout, 

but 

 only 7,4 percent answered precisely the question. 

 


