
Safe4Cycle questionnaire for parents 

The aim of the questionnaire was to get a general view about the cycling habits and the expactations 

of the parents concerning a safety cycling course in the school. 

All together 173 parents have answered the Safe4Cycle questionnaire in the three schools. The survey 

is not representative, but it shows a general overview for us. 

 

Cycling habits 

Questions 1-4 refer to the general cycling habits of the pupils. 

Q1 How often do you use your bike as a mean of transport (for eg. going to work, to shopping, etc.)? 

 

Q2 Your members of the family how often use their bike sas a mean of transport (for eg. going to 

work/school, to shopping, etc.)? 

 

Q3 How often do you use your bike for leisure or sport? 

 

 

 



Q4 Do you use your bike for leisure or sport together with your children? 

 

A late 2014 survey by Eurobarometer found Hungary to be the third European country in preferring 

the bicycle as a form of transport. The top 5 countries where people cycle most are the Netherlands 

(36 %) followed by Denmark (23 %), Hungary (22 %). The data above show that an approximately one-

third of the parents uses the bike as a mean of transport daily, and more 18,5 percent several times a 

week – all together 53,2 percent. The 63,1 percent of members of the parents’ family use the bike as 

a form of transport daily or several times a week. Good to know, that two schools are in a small town 

(Téglás) or a village (Mosonszentmiklós), and one school in a town with app. 23000 inhabitants, so 

cycling as a form of transport is more prevelant than in bigger towns. 

Cycling as a sport activity is less popular among the parents, 30 percent rides bike at least twice a 

month for leisure od sport, and mere less do it together with the children. 

 

Q5 Do you have a driving licence? 

 

Q6 Do you know traffic regulations defined by the highway code? 

 

  



Q7 Do you know traffic regulations for the cyclists, defined by highway code? 

 

A great majority of the parents (79,8%) has a driving licence, and a little bit less (62 percent; 78% of 

the parents who has driving licence) states that knows and keeps the traffic regulations defined by the 

highway code. Further 36 people (20,9%) answered that know the traffic regulatuions in detail.  

Regarding the regulation for the cyclists the numbers are very similar to the above mentioned. But our 

experience shows that average people (cyclists) do not know precisely and correctly the rules of the 

highway code concerning cycling. (Nevertheless in Hungary a cyclist do not has to have a driving 

licence, nor any exams to cycle on the roads.) 

Q8 What do you think, where the children should learn the traffic regulations? 

 

According to the answers that we got for the multiple choice question, 

 44,4 percent of the parents thinks that the children should learn the traffic regulation at home, 

 40,4 percent thinks that in the school, on normal lessons, 

 32,7 percent thinks that in the school, at voluntary courses, 

 16,4 percent thinks that at a special course. 

The answers show a need for some kind of the education of the traffic regulations in the school. 

Officially in the primary schools in every school year pupils should learn some traffic regulations on 

three lessons. (But it often depends on the teachers approach to the issue: if he/she does not feels it 

important, or does not have the competency needed, these lessons can be destructive than useful.) 

Nevertheless almost the half of the parents believe that at home children should also learn some traffic 

rules. 

  



Q9 Do you teach your children the trafic regulations at home? 

 

While 91,8 percent of the parents teach their children traffic rules at home, only 79,7 percent have a 

driving licence, and we do not know, how orecisely they know the regulations of the highway code. 

Q10 Are the rules of the traffic regulations taught in the school? 

 

Nonetheless in the primary schools every pupil should learn some traffic rules, 42,7 percent of the 

parents believes that traffic regulations are not taught in the school. 

Q11 If the pupils were taught safety cycling, what kind of theoretical and practical skills should be 

trained in your opinion? (1 – not important; 5 – very important) 

  1 2 3 4 5 Averege value 

The basic traffic regulations for 
cyclists 

0,6% 0,6% 1,7% 8,7% 88,4% 4,84 

Bicycle repairing (basic skills) 5,8% 8,1% 28,9% 27,2% 30,1% 3,68 

Typical traffic situations on bicycle 0,6% 0,6% 2,9% 19,1% 76,9% 4,71 

Typical dangerous situations on 
bicycle in traffic 

0,6% 0,0% 1,7% 11,0% 86,7% 4,83 

Developing practical cycling skills 
(for eg. start and stop, turning, 

signing, control the bike with only 
one hand, etc.) 

1,2% 3,5% 8,7% 26,0% 60,7% 4,42 

Practicing in real traffic 0,6% 1,2% 7,5% 18,5% 72,3% 4,61 

Preparing for a cycling tour 4,0% 5,2% 17,3% 29,5% 43,9% 4,04 

 

For the parents the less important issues are bicycle repairing and preparing for a cycling tour. Maybe 

the question is not exact enough, next time we should ask ’Bicycle repairing (recognizing the most 

common problems)’ instead of ’ Bicycle repairing (basic skills)’, since the aim of the course is to teach 

the pupisl how to check a bicycle before start and how to recognize basic troubles, if there is any to 

find. 



The unpopularity of preparing for a cycling tour can be connected with unpopularity of cycling as a 

sport activity – but preparing for a tour is essential for classes or groups which are planning to go to a 

cycling holiday camp or a cycling excursion during the schoolyear. 

In addition some 14 percent of the parents thinks that developing practical skills is not an important 

issue. 

Q12 Did you hear that there will be organized ’Safe4Cycle’ safety cycling courses in the school during 

the 2016/2017 schoolyear? 

 

48,6 percent of the parents heard that a safety cycling course starts in the school in schoolyear 

2016/2017. 

Q13 Will your child attend to ’Safe4Cycle’ cycling courses? 

 

23,5 percent of the parents answered that their child will attend to Safe4Cycle courses. 

Q14 What kind of achievements do you expect from a safety cycling course? (1 – not important; 5 – 

very important) 

Q14 1 2 3 4 5 Averege value 

Children will move more, they will 
be more fit 

1,7% 2,9% 13,3% 28,3% 53,8% 4,29 

Children will use their bikes more 
willingly and more often 

1,2% 2,3% 10,4% 32,9% 53,2% 4,35 

Children will get acquinted more 
with the traffic regulations (for the 

cyclists) 
0,0% 0,6% 3,5% 13,9% 82,1% 4,50 

Children will ride their bikes more 
confidently 

0,0% 1,7% 4,0% 17,3% 76,9% 4,69 

The cycling skills of the children are 
developing 

0,6% 2,3% 8,7% 23,7% 64,7% 4,50 



Less children will meet with an 
accident 

0,0% 0,6% 4,6% 15,0% 79,8% 4,74 

Children will be more careful as a 
pedestrian also 

0,0% 1,2% 4,0% 17,9% 76,9% 4,71 

 

Parents expect less from a safety cycling course that children will move more, will be more fit and will 

use their bikes more willingly and more often. They rather expect more confident cycling, less accident 

and more careful moving as a pedestrian also. 


